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Building Community in Physical
Anthropology: An On-Line Newsdletter

This is the inaugurd isue of
the on-line newdetter of the Ameri-
can Asociaion of Physcd Anthro-
pologigts. In this age of rgpid dec-
tronic communication and the wide
avaldblity of the “web’, an ontline
AAPA newdetter offers a powerful
means of broadcasting information
about activities in the organization
and in our science in generd. Such a
newdetter is dso an ided way of
providing information on new grant
intigtives by various funding agen+
ces, and presenting announcements
about meetings, conferences, and
symposa The newdetter can aso
disseminate information about and
encourage discusson on aess of
common concern—some of which are
dso of interest to the larger public—
such as new deveopments in the
mapping of the human genome, repa
trigtion of kedetd remans and new
discoveries in  pdeontologicd  fidd
Stes.

Mogt importantly, a newdetter
functions to build community on an
internationd scde by reaching out to
the membership and others interested
in physcd anthropology. This fol-
lows the lead provided in the newly

introduced “News and Views’ sec-
tion of the American Journal of
Physical  Anthropology (January
2000). The grength of the newdet-
ter is derived directly from member
and reader input. We invite your
contributions!

Clark Spencer Larsen
President, AAPA

University of N. Carolina
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Submissions

Please send Al submissions
to the editor at

newd etter@physanth.org.
Submissions will be consid-
ered only in eectronic format

as email attachments, or

mailed on diskette as Win-

dows compatiblefiles.

Wedcome to the inaugurd
issue of Physical Anthropology, the
offica newdetter of the American
Asxocigion of Physcd  Anthro-
pologists. The executive committee
of the AAPA asked me to create
this newdetter to provide a forum
for members to share information
with others in the association. Job
and funding opportunities, meeting
announcements, news and views,
and other generd issues of interest
aedl “far game'.

Because it is important that
Physical Anthropology reflect the
many faces of our organization, we
have formed an advisory group of
five active researchers with a broad
range of interests and expertise. |
would like to introduce the group in
this column.

- Margaret Clarke. Dr. Clarke is an
Assistant Professor of Anthropology at
Tulane University. She received her
PhD from Cdifornia-Davis in 1982.
She has been studying socioecology of
howler monkeys in Guanacaste prov-
ince, Costa Rica since 1978. Her work
a the Tulane Primate Center includes
studies of the relationships between
behavior and disease processes in me-
caques.

- Marie Danforth. Dr. Danforth is an
Associate Professor of Anthropology at
the University of Southern Mississippi.
She received her PhD from Indiana
University in 1989. Her research inter-
eds include skeletd hiology, particu-
larly nutrition and disease indicators.
Her bioarchaeology work has focused
on the Mayan region and the South-
eastern United States.

- Lyle Konigsberg. Dr. Konigsberg is
an Associate Professor of Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Tennessee. He

receved his PhD in Anthropology
from Northwestern University in 1987.
His research interests include skeletal
biology, forensic anthropology, quanti-
tative methods, and population genet-
ics.

- Steven Leigh. Dr. Leigh is an Asso-
ciate Professor of Anthropology at the
Universty of  lllinois  Urbana-
Champaign. He received his PhD in
Anthropology from Northwestern Uni-
versity in 1992. His research interests
center on the relations between devel-
opment and evolution, and the explana-
tion of derived ontogenetic changes
based on detailed analyses of compara-
tive data.

- Sarah Williams-Blangero. Dr. Wil-
liams-Blangero holds the rank of Sci-
entist and is Chair of the Department of
Genetics at the Southwest Foundation
for Biomedical Research. She received
her PhD from the Case Western Re-
serve University in 1987. Her research
interests include genetic epidemiology
of infectious diseases and genetics.

My own interets include
the diglary adaptations of early
hominids and other fossl primates,
dentd anthropology and the feeding
ecology of living primates.

The newdetter will begin ac
a quaterly publication, but its fre-
guency and length will ultimately
depend on your contributions  If
you have something to submit,
pleese let me know a pungar@
comp.uark.edu. Many thanks for
your help.

Peter Ungar
University of Arkansas




Meeting Reports

Student Interests/Funding

In June of 1999, the Max Planck Inditute for
Demographic Research in Rostock, Germany, hosted a
workshop organized by Rob Hoppa and James Vaupel on
“Mathematicadl Modeding for Paaeodemography”. The
purpose of this workshop was to bring together key
researchers who had proposed statistical approaches for
reconstructing demographic profiles from skeleta age
indicator data. A single, real data set was distributed to
presenters severa months prior to the meeting, and each
were asked to provide a method that best approximated to
true demographic profile. The workshop provided the
opportunity for the presentation and discusson of
aternative methods for palaeodemographic reconstructions,
as wel as the opportunity to compare results using the
same, knownage data Participants included Lyle
Konigsberg and Nick Hermann, Jesper Boldsen, Darryl
Holman, James Wood, George Milner, Bethany Usher,
Hans-Georg Miller and Brad Love, Ursula Wittwer-
Backofen, and Ariane Kemkes-Grottenthaler. The
workshop was extremely successful and resulted in the
adoption of a forma Hatistica protocol, origina proposed
by Miller and Love, that alows for the direct estimation of
the population’s structure from skeletal age-indicator data.

The workshop left most of us drained after two and
a half days of intense discussion. However, it was agreed
that the results and discusson would be prepared and
published, and that we would meet again in the year 2000.
Late in 1999, a proposa was submitted to Cambridge
University Press for preparing an edited volume based on
the workshop. In February 2000, Cambridge University
Press agreed and the volume will be published in the
Studies in Biologicd and Evolutionary Anthropology
series. In August 2000, the group will reconvene in
Voorburg, the Netherlands, where a full day sesson on
palacodemography is being dated as pat of the
International Statistics Ingtitute Cutting-Edge Conference
on the Socid and Biological Determinants of Longevity,
co-sponsored by the Max Planck Institute for Demograhic
Research. This will provide us with the opportunity to
present the results of this on-going initigtive for making
meaningful estimates of mortality in the past, and to
develop future drategies for promoting and integrating
these new techniques into the field of palaeodemography.

Robert D. Hoppa
University of Manitoba

L ocating funding for research projects
can be a daunting task for students in masters or
undergraduate programs, especialy a non-
doctoral ingtitutions. Various internships and
fellowships are available, but often a student
will instead be seeking seed money to purchase
research equipment or to pay for travel. Unfor-
tunately, most cdleges and universities have
few funds set aside for such purposes, and a
thropology faculty are less likely to have grants
to help provide for such contingencies com-
pared to their counterparts in the sciences. Nev-
ertheless, a few opportunities do exist.

Probably the most well-known source
of seed money for students are the Grants-in-
Aid of Research from Sigma Xi, The Scientific
Research  Society (on the web a
www.sigmaxi.org/giar/giar.ntm). Currently, an-
thropology is the second most commonly
funded field, with the average award being
about $700. Deadlines for application are 3/15
and 10/15. Recently, however, | came across
another resource. Geochron  Laboratories
(www.geochronlabs.com/research.html) holds a
competition every year among graduate students
in which the awards are services in one of four
types of services. 1) K-Ar age determination; 2)
“C age or AMS age determinations; 3) stable
isotope ratio anaysis, and 4) stable Pb or Sr
anadysis. Although not a large amount of analy-
Ssis provided in the award, it is a good start for
many student prgects. Thus far, though, this is
the only program of its sort that | am aware of,
but | would hope that one activity of this news-
letter can be to serve as arelay center for infor-
mation about other such research funding @-
portunities.

Marie Danforth
University of SouthernMiss




AJPA Seeking Next Editor

AAPA Publishing Agreement

The term of the current Editor of the
American Journal of Physicd Anthropology will
expire in April 2001, and a search for the next Edi-
tor is being caried out this year. The Search
Committee is composed of the following members:
Chris Ruff (Chair), Linda Fedigan, Lorna Moore,
Jeff Rogers, and Carol Ward.

Suggestions for Editor nominees may be
made to any of the members of the Committee.
Applications for this postion should be sent, pref-
erably by e-mail, to the Chair, Chris Ruff, at the
folowing address.  cbruff@jhmi.edu (or, Dept.
Cdl Biology and Anatomy, Johns Hopkins Univ.
School of Medicine, 725 North Wolfe Street, Bal-
timore, MD 21205). Applications should include a
curriculum vitae and a statement of the future
“misson” of the AJPA and the applicant’s
gudifications  for  Editor.  Suggestions  or
gpplications should be submitted before July 1,
2000.

Chris Ruff
Johns Hopkins University

Anthropology Honor Society

Lambda Alpha is the national honorary ®-
ciety in anthropology. Founded in 1968, there are
currently over 60 chapters nationwide. Although
individual chapters vary in their chosen level of
activity, many have sponsored events such as lec-
ture series, paper competitions, fidd trips, and so-
ciad gatherings. Reguirements for undergraduate
admission include a 3.0 gpa or better for 12 hours
in anthropology and a 25 overal gpa Graduate
requirements are 3.25 gpa and 3.00 gpa, respec-
tively. For further information about darting a
chapter, please vist the society on the web
(http://www.geocities.com/CollegePark/L ab/5610/)
or contact Executive Secretary B.K. Swartz (e-mall
address: O1lbkswartz@bsuvc.bsu.edu).

Marie Danforth
University of Southern Miss.

The officers and members of the AAPA
Executive Committee are pleased to announce the
ggning of a publishing agreement—the first
ever—between the AAPA and John Wiley & Sons
Inc. for the publication of the American Journal of
Physical Anthropology. The agreement is for seven
years and features the following key terms:

(1) Reduction of the ingtitutional subscription
rate from $2085/year to $1390/year;

(2) Second ingtitutional subscription at 20% of
the full rate ($278);

(3) Specid rate of $500 for 2001 and 2002 for
lapsed or new non-member subscribers
from museums or 2- to 4-year colleges,

(4) Support for the Editorial Office and other
significant compensation over the period of
the agreement.

Clark Larsen
University of N. Carolina

JHE Subscriptions

Academic Press is dedighted to offer
members of the AAPA a greatly discountec
annual subscription to the Journal of Humar
Evolution. Members are digible for the specia
rate of $90 a year, which is a discount of more
than 75% off the regular individual price of
$372. Published monthly, JHE publishes the
highest quality research, reviews, short com-
munications and meeting reports covering al
aspects of human evolution.

Further information about the journd is
avallable a  www.academicpress.com/jheval.
Please email kate davis@harcourt.com to sub-
scribe.

Kate Davis

Journals Marketing Manager
Academic Press

London




Funding Opportunities

Employment

National Science Foundation

The Foundation supports scientific research of theoretical impor-
tance in al theoretical and empirical subfields within the disd-
pline of physical anthropology. Senior and dissertation research
support available as well. For more information visit
www.nsf.gov/sbe/sber/physical/physinfo.htm or contact Mark
Weiss at mweiss@nsf.gov.

L eakey Foundation

Special awards are available to postdoctoral and senior scientists
for the study of great apes, for the study of foraging peoples, or
multidisciplinary paleoanthropological research. For more infor-
mation  visit  http://www.leakeyfoundation.org or e-mall
info@l eakeyfoundation.org.

National Geographic Society

The society has grants available for scientific field research and
exploration. E-mail askngs@nationalgeographic.com for more
details or visit www.national geographic.com/research/index.html.

National I nstitutes of Health

The NIH has severa funding and grant opportunitiesin a variety
of fields. For more information visit the web at
http://www.nih.gov/ or contact grantsinfo@nih.gov.

Wenner-Gren Foundation

Grants are available for basic research in all branches of anthro-
pology. A small number of awards are available for projects de-
signed to develop resources for anthropological research and
scholarly exchange. E-mail info@wennergren.org or visit
http://www.wennergren.org/wel come.htm for more information.

National Endowment for the Humanities
The NEH has several grants and awards, each with various dead-
lines. See http://www.neh.gov/ for more information.

Smithsonian I nstitution Pre/Postdoctoral Research Fellowships
in Anthropology

The institution has various awards in a number of fields, many
relating to physical anthropology. Visit the Institution on the web
at http://www.si.edu/research+study.

Center for Field Research

The CFR invites proposals for field research in anthropology in
2000. For further information and deadlines, visit the Center on
the web at http://www.earthwatch.org/cfr/CFRanthro.html.

Fulbright Association

The Fulbright Association has funding available for various fields
of study within anthropology as well as others. Visit the Associa-
tion’ swebsite at http://www.fulbright.org for more information.

American Museum of Natural History

The Museum offers competitive grants and fellowships in areas
broadly related to its scientific and educational objectives, includ-
ing the field of anthropology. Four major programs are involved:
Grants, Research Fellowships, Graduate Student Fellowships, and
Research Experiences for Undergraduates. More details are avail-
able at http://research.amnh.org/grants/index.html.

The Univ. of Hawaii at Hilo, Dept. of Anthro-
pology, is seeking applicants for a non-tenure track, one
year appointment as Asst Professor for the 2000-2001
academic year, pending funding. The University is seek-
ing a physical anthropologist with a concentration in hu-
man biology. Responsibilities include teaching under-
graduate courses in introductory physical anthropology,
ecological, and medical anthropology as well as addi-
tional offerings, and engaging in research activities. Send
a letter of application, vita, and names of three references
by April 30, 2000 to: Craig Severance, Chair, Depart-
ment of Anthropology, University of Hawaii at Hilo, 200
West Kawili Street, Hilo, HI 96720-4091. EOE/AAE.

The Central Identification Laboratory in Ha-
walii has post-masters and post-docs, one year renewable,
through the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Educa-
tion. Presumably they include opportunities for forensic
anthropology types. Contact John Byrd at (808) 448-
8062, ext. 19.

Los Alamos National Laboratory has research
opportunities in many areas, including biological anthro-
pology. There are two appointment categories: Postdoc-
toral Fellows who may pursue independent research of
their own choice, and Postdoctoral Research Associates
who pursue research directly related to Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory programs. Appointments are for two
years, renewable for a third year. Application materials
are  accepted  throughout the vyear. Visit
www.hr.lanl.gov/postdoc for more information.

The Department of Evolutionary Genetics,
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology,
Leipzig, Germany, has a position available for a postdoc-
toral fellow with demonstrated research experience in
automated DNA sequencing and a working knowledge of
computer programs for contig assembly, sequence
alignment, and phylogenetic analyses. Contact Dr. Chi-
hua Chiu at chiu@eva.mpg.de for more information.

The University of Missouri, Department of
Anthropology seeks to fill instructor positionsin cultural
as ell as biological anthropology. Both are full-time, one-
year replacement positions beginning August 2000.
Ph.D. required for both. Cultural anthropologist must
have ability to teach introductory anthropology, scientific
ethnography, and course(s) in speciaty; load is 5
courses/year. Biological anthropologist must have ability
to teach introductory biological anthropology and spe-
cialized courses; load is 5 courses/year. Will interview
applicants at the AAPA meetings. Send application |etter,
3 letters of recommendation, Vita, to Search Committee,
Departmentof Anthropology, 107 Swallow Hall, Univer-
sity of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65211-1440. Deadline;
June 1, 2000 or until positions are filled. The University
of Missouri is an equal opportunity, affirmative action
employer.




Meetings of Interest

May 10-13, 2000

International Conference-The Apes.
Challenges for the 21% Century
Contact: Ape Conference Planning
Committee, Brookfield Zoo

Brookfield, l1linois 60513-0719

E-mail: apecon@brookfieldzoo.org

May 15-19, 2000

Northwest Association of Forensic
Scientists— NWAFS

Sacramento, Cdifornia

Mesting Info: http://users.aol.com/
Ictox/nwafshome.htm
http://members.aol .convlctox/spr00.htm

May 28-31, 2000

Canadian Sociology and Anthraopol -
ogy Association

Universty of Alberta

Contact: Doug Aoki

Phone: 780-492-0478

Fax: 780-492-7196

E-mail: doub.aoki @uabertaca
http:/Aww.unb.calweb/anthropol ogy/
csaalcsaahtm

June 17-20, 2000

Society for Molecular Biology and
Evolution — SMBE 2000 M eseting
Yde Universty

New Haven, Connecticut
Moreinformation available &:
hegp:/Aww.smbe.org/index/html

June 21-24, 2000

American Society of Primatol ogists -
2000 Meeting

Rega Harvest House

Boulder, Colorado

Contact: http://www.asp.org/asp2000/

June 23-27, 2000

Society for the Study of Evolution
Annual Meeting

Bloomington, Indiana

Contact: Dr. Susan J. Mazer, Executive
Vice-Presdent

Society for the Study of Evolution,
Department of Ecology, Evolution and
Marine Biology

University of Cdifornia

Santa Barbara, CA 93106
Fax: 805-893-4724,
E-mail: mazer@lifesci.ucsh.edu

July 12-14, 2000

5™ International Ancient DNA
Conference

The Manchester Conference Centre,
University of Manchester Ingtitute of
Sdience and Technology
Manchester, England

Contact: Terry Brown

E-mail: terry.brown@umist.ac.uk
Td: +44 1612004173

Fax: +44 161 236 0409
http:/Aww.meseting.co.uk/
http://Aww.umist.ac.uk/

August 6-11, 2000

34| nternational Symposium —
Wor k shop on Frugivoresand Seed
Dispersal: Biodiversity and
Conservation Per spectives

Se0 Peolo, Brazil
http:/Amww.unicamp.br/ib/f2000

August 28-September 2, 2000
The XVIIIth (New) International
Congressof Zoology — 1CZ

The New Panorama of Animal
Evdution

Athens, Greece

More information at
http:/Mlionfish.ims.usm.edw/~muswel/
icz_xviiificz_home.html

October 20-22, 2000

The 7" Annual Meeting of the Mi d-
west Bioar chaeology and Forensic
Anthropology Association (BARFAA)
University of Missouri, Columbia
Information will be mailed out in early
summer to past BARFAA attendees.
Abstracts and registration fees of $35
are due September 15, 2000. Electronic
submission of abstractsis preferred.
Snall mail abstract submissions and
checks should be sent to:

Deborah L. Cunningham

Dept. of Anthropology

University of Missouri

107 Swdlow Hadl

Columbia, MO 65211

Additiond information isavailable at:
www.luc.edw/depts/anthropol ogy/
BARFAA/ or www.web.missouri.edu/~
anthwww/asahtm

Contact; dlcfcb@mizzou.edu or
cdmidling@usanet.

November 15-19, 2000
American Anthropological
Association 99" Annual Meeting
San Francisco, Cdifornia

Contact: AAA Mestings Dept.
4350 N. Fairfax Dr., Suite 640
Arlington, VA 22203-1620

Td: 703528 1902 ext. 2

E-mall: jmeier@aaanet.org

January 7-12, 2001

XVIl1th Congressof the
International Primatological Society
Addade Audrdia

Themeis comparisons and paralldisms
between primates and marsupids.
Contact: Conventions Worldwide

P.O. Box 44, Rundle Mdll,

SA 5000, Audrdia

Td: +61 8 8363 0068

Fax: +61 8 8363 0354

E-mail: satconv@camtech.net.au

For more information on accommoda:
tions, air travel, regidration, cdl for
papers, and symposium registration
vigt the website www.primates.on.net

July 21-26, 2001

6" International Congress of
Vertebrate Morphology
University of Jena, Germany
Contact: ICVM -6

Institute of Sygematic Zoology and
Evolutionary Biology
Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena
Erbertstra\e 1

D-07743 ENA, Germany

Td: + 49 3641 949155

Fax: +49 3641 949152

E-mail: icvm6@pan.zoo.uni-jena.de
Website: http:/mmww.sgiloco.zoo.uni-
jenalicvm-6.htmnl




